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First Meeting of the Presidents of the European 
Medical Societies 
The first Meeting of the Presidents of the European 
Medical Societies was held at the H6tel de Castille, 
Paris on 24 March 1995. It was organized and chaired 
by Professor Jacques Acar. 
Were present: 
Professor Johan Aarli, European Federation of 
Neurological Societies 
Professor Dieter Adam, European Society for 
Biomodulation and Chemotherapy 
Dr. FranCois Baumann, Society for Therapeutic 
Education of General Practitioners 
Professor Sergio Bonni, European Academy of 
Allergology 
Dr. M.E. Boutin-Tranchant, Scientific 
Communication, SnlithKline Beecham France 
Professor Ugo Carcassi, European National Societies 
of Internal Medicine 
Dr. Jean Carlet, European Society of Intensive Care 
Medicine 
Professor Georges Cheymol, European Association 
for Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics 
Dean Roger Cluzel, University of Medicine, 
Clermont Ferrand 
Dr. MichPle Cluzel, C.H.U., Clermont-Ferrand 
Mr. Brian Decker, Decker Periodicals Incorporated, 
Professor Debruyne, European Society of Urology 
Dr. Jean-Pierre Deshons, Secretary General, 
SmithKline Beecham France 
Professor Bertrand Dupont, European Confederation 
of Medical Mycology 
Dr. RenC Dybkaer, European Confederation of 
Laboratory Medicine 
Dr. Claudine Elmerich, European Federation of 
Microbiological Societies 
Professor Robert Fox, Research Center for 
Continuing and Higher Education, USA 
Professor Stephanos Geroulanos, European Society 
of Surgical Infection 
Professor Manfred Helmerking, European Society 
for Biomodulation and Chemotherapy 
Professor David Hillam, European Federation of 
Peridontology 
Canada 
Dr. Viktor J6rgens, European Association for the 
Professor Andreas Katzambas, European Academy 
Professor Marcel Legrain, European Society of 
Professor Pauli Leinikki, Federation of European 
Professor Yves Le Tallec, European Association of 
Dr. GCrard Luffau, European Society of Parasitology 
Mme. Marie Malaval, Public Relations, SmithKline 
Dr. Alain Marie, Quotidien du Mbdecin 
Dr. Joseph Monsonego, European Research 
Organization on Genital Infection and Neoplasia 
Professor Manuel Moya, European Society for 
Paediatric Research 
Dr. Birgit Miiller-Grosse, European Society for 
Infectious Disease in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Mme. DorothCe Pineau, representing the French 
Ministry of European Affairs 
Professor Nalin Rastogi, European Society of 
Mycobacteriology 
Professor Hubert Roux, European League Against 
Rheumatism 
Professor Marcus Seppala, European Association of 
Gynecologists and Obstetricians 
Dr. Jos Stuyck, European Bone and Joint Infection 
Society 
Dr. Lazlo Timar, European Society for Paediatric 
Infectious Diseases 
Professor Mirko Tos, European Federation of 
Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies 
Dr. Fred Wyss, European League Against 
Rheumatism 
Professor J.C. Yernault, European Respiratory Society 
Study of Diabetes 
of Dermatology and Venereology 
Transplantation 
Microbiological Societies 
Internal Medicine 
Beecham France 
Absent with regrets: 
Dr. Magna Andreen, European Society of 
Professor Michel Bertrand, European Society of 
Anaesthesiologists 
Cardiology 
67 
68 J o u r n a l  o f  C l in ica l  M i c r o b i o l o g y  and  In fec t ion ,  V o l u m e  1 N u m b e r  1 
Professor Michel Boiron, European Hematology 
Professor Jean Cabrol, European Assembly Health 
Professor Jean-Jacques Cassiman, European Society 
Professor Klaus Eichmann, European Federation of 
Professor Peter Jansen, United European 
Professor Ian Phillips, European Society of Clinical 
Dr Andri Baert, European Community DG XI1 
Professor J. Acar opened the meeting by welcoming the 
distinguished participants. Mr. H. Philippart, President 
of the SmithKline Beecham Institute, was acknow- 
ledged for hosting the meeting. 
Mme. D. Pineau, representing the French Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, participated in the opening of the 
meeting, and expressed her best wishes and support 
of the group’s efforts to find a common voice repre- 
sentative of European medical practitioners. 
Professor J. Acar expressed his hope that this 
meeting would initiate an efficient line of com- 
munication and would improve the relationship among 
European Medical Societies. Toward the mutual goal 
of improved science and medicine in Europe, he 
enumerated several intentions: 
To facilitate the exchange of information concern- 
ing meetings, courses, and continuing education 
programs beyond that which is possible within the 
confines of an organized congress; 
To encourage closer links with official working 
groups from the European Community; 
0 and to foster medical education and multi- 
disciplinary offerings at the level of the specialist. 
The meeting continued with a description of the 
nature of the societies represented by the participants 
and evolved into a general discussion about important 
issues. 
Professor M. Tos commented on the different types 
of Societies, those which are based on individual 
membership, thus featuring a system of affiliation, and 
those associated with Federations, which have by their 
nature, easy access to national causes and can, therefore, 
foster or address national issues. 
Dr. R. Dybkaer, commenting on the subject of 
continuing medical education among professionals, 
suggested a collaboration with the Common European 
Accreditation Confederation. 
Professor J. C. Yernault spoke of the diversity of 
languages necessarily involved in a European effort 
toward continuing education. It was apparent that the 
Association 
Committee 
of Human Genetics 
Immunological Society 
Gastroenterology Federation 
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 
most beneficial courses would be taught both in the 
local language and in either English or French, these 
being the two languages most generally understood. 
Professor D. Adam, among others, spoke of an 
extended view of Europe, and expressed a particular 
interest in educational programs which involved and 
were accessible to Russia and Eastern European 
countries. 
Professor G. Cheymol noted that an important 
advantage of continuing medical education would be 
the promotion of the correct use of drugs, thereby 
improving health care delivery. 
Professor S. Bonini put forth the proposition that 
a Registry be created at  the level of the European 
Community. In this way, Societies could be consulted 
as appropriate, according to their particular areas of 
specialty. Expanding on Professor Acar’s initiative, 
Professor Bonini suggested a Newsletter, to be pub- 
lished yearly and circulated among the Societies. 
Professor Bonini stressed in his comments the 
importance of a funding base in order to initiate and 
maintain projects at  a significant level. 
During the second part of the meeting, the subject 
of continuing medical education was elaborated upon 
by Professor Fox, the featured speaker for the occasion, 
who provided an overview of continuing medical 
education programs in North America and presented 
the implications for a system of continuing medical 
education in Europe. 
Professor Fox is the Director of the Research 
Center for Continuing Professional and Higher Edu- 
cation at the University of Oklahoma. He has served as 
a consultant to the American Medical Association and 
the Association for Accreditation of Continuing 
Medical Education. 
The presentation by Prof, Fox examined the ways 
in which recent research has explained the learning 
process of practicing physicians, and how that process 
has effected changes in their practice. He described 
clinical experience as a vehicle for learning and an 
impetus €or change. 
The evening continued with informal and extended 
discussions among the participants about the possi- 
bilities for continuing medical education on a European 
scale and for enhanced communication among medical 
professionals, with a view to continue the process 
initiated by this first meeting of the Presidents of the 
European Medical Societies. 
The meeting was adjourned with the resolution to 
establish a Secretariat, which would house and maintain 
an updated listing of the European Medical Societies, 
and to initiate a system for the receipt and dissemi- 
nation of information before the next meeting in 1996. 
J.C. 
